Department of Genetics
University of Wisconsin
. Madison 6, Wisconsin

Mareh 25, 1952

Dear Dr., Kikkawa:

Your letter of the 20th has just been reseived. I am gratified to
note the promptness of the airuil‘sorv_ice.

I have forwarded your order for "Papers in microbial genetiws" to
the University Press, and am sure they will forward the books promptly.

As I mentioned in my previous letter, I do not know what atrains
Dr. Domerae supplied to you. Por this reascon, I cannot readily send
you "biochamical mutants other than those given by Dr. Demerec". We
do not, unfortunately, have a wide rapge.of mutants that would be bio-
chamieally interesting, but KENE haveaprefersdd to develop rather complex
multiple mutand stooks. for genetic studies. You should have little diffi-

“culty in developing your own matants for speSific needs by the application
of tha penicﬂ;pin methods, Please let me know what you have, and E will

send whatever wlse we can.
¥y own interests have baen in the directicn of the bioclogy of the bacteria

rather than the alucidation of biochsmical pathways. Perhsps the XK out-

standing worlkars in the apnlication of bacteria to biochemical genetics

(aside from Tatum who still mainly nrefers Neurospora) are B.D. Davis, at

the Tuberculosls Research Lab,, 411 ¥, 49 Street, New York 21, N.Y., and

E. A. Adelberg, Department of Bactericlogy, University of California, Berkeley

L. Cnl,

As to the extenaion of strain-crosses: may 1 refer first to my paper in
Sedience, July 20, 1851. You should have nc trouble“8nply that technique to
the di.swovery of new fartile strains. May 1 mention, however, that we are
vary much oecuplad with working out the relaticonships of the different strains
From over 2000 stralns tested, we have found sbout 40G-50 that are interfertile
but have at1ll to look more closely at some. The situstion might become very
confusing (s.g. with ras~eet o nomenclature) if there were a neglect to inter
commnication. Would there bs any discdvantage to continuing to use the well-
worked strain K<12 for biochemical genstic studiea? Without minimizing the
usoefulness of comparative atudies, I think that at ths present stage, it would
be preferable to fdocus on s relatively smsll group of initisl strains in order
that diffarent workers can the more readily compare their xmmikkx results.

I do gather that you do not have tha K-12 strain itself. I shall wait to
hear from you bafore sending thls, so that I can make a single shipment. In th
meantime, wild type recombinants of the strzins that Dr. Demerec presumably
did supply to you should beshave in svery way like the original K-12 parent.

!’oz_u's sincerely,
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